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Re:  Downtown Parking and Pedestrian Study
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Dear Mr. Forgaard:

It has been a pleasure to work with you, the City, and the Downtown Action Council on this
Downtown Parking and Pedestrian Study. The study evaluates the existing parking supply and
occupancy, as well as examining the current pedestrian connections in the downtown area. It
includes recommendations and options for downtown parking and pedestrian areas that the City
may consider as it grows. Both portions of the study required extensive on-site data collection
within the downtown study area. A synopsis of the study can be found in the section titled Executive
Summary.

We would like to thank the City and downtown businesses for their help in completing this study.
Their comments and assistance allowed the project to proceed in an efficient manner. We look
forward to hearing your comments and discussing the findings of our study with you.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Sherri A. Buss, RLA

Sheldon Johnson

Bryant J. Ficek, PE, PTOE

= St. Paul, St. Cloud, Rochester, Willmar, MN = Milwaukee, WI = Chicago, IL

Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer and Employee Owned






Table of Contents

I, EXECULIVE SUMMANY .....ooiiiiiiiiiieiecie et 1
HL INEFOAUCTION ... e 3
L Parking StUAY ........cooiiiiieecee e 4
AL STUAY ATBA ...ttt st 4
B. Parking SUPPIY ...ccvveiioie e 6
C. Parking OCCUPANCY .......cceiieieriieiierie e 8
D. Parking Analysis and SUMMArY .........cccccovvereirieiiiereerieseennenns 16
E. Improvement OpportUNItiesS........cccveverirrenienieniene e 17
F. GeNeral COSES.......ccoiiiiiiiieieie e 20
IV. Downtown Pedestrian Environment ............ccccoeeeveninieenennenn 22
A. Survey of Downtown BUSINESSES........cccuereririieninieieenieenenn 22
B. Potential Improvements to the Pedestrian Streetscape ............ 23
C. Signage and Public Information............cccoevviiinniniciienennns 25
D. Safety IMProvements .........cccoovviveieeiesiee e 26
E. Gathering SPacES .......cccovirriiriiiiere e 26
F. Implementing the Proposed Improvements
to the Downtown Pedestrian Environment ...........cccccceeeveenene 27
G. Cost Estimates — Streetscape and
Pocket Park EXamples.........ccccvveiiiieiiciecc e 27
AV AN o] o 1=1 o LSS 31
City of Faribault

4
m

Downtown Parking & Pedestrian Study



Figures

Figure 1 — Study Area and Parking Block Numbers............cccccerinnnne. 5
Figure 2 — Parking ReStriCtioNS..........cccovvviiieiiese e 7
Figure 3 — Busiest & Least Used Parking Areas...........cccoceveerenennnnns 12
Figure 4 — Average Occupancy LOtS ........ccccevveieiieieeiie e 13
Figure 5 — Maximum OCCUPANCY LOtS .......cccoereereniiiienieeniesie e 14
Figure 6 — Improvement Opportunities, City Owned Lots.................. 19
Figure 7 — Potential Locations for Downtown Improvements............. 24
Tables

Table 1 — Parking Supply SUMMArY .........ccccovevveieiiieie e 6
Table 2 — Peak Parking Hour for Entire Study Area ..........cccoceevvvnennnn, 8
Table 3 — Peak On-Street Parking Hour for Entire Study Area............. 9
Table 4 — Peak Public Off-Street Parking

Hour for Entire Study Ara.........cccoevevveeerieeie e 9
Table 5 — Peak Private Off-Street Parking

Hour for Entire Study Ara........ccccoevvevveieeiieese e 9
Table 6 — Study Area ReSUILS.........ccooiiiieiiie e 10
Table 7 — Busiest On-Street Parking..........ccoccovveviveieienivene e, 10
Table 8 — Busiest Off-Street Public Parking..........ccccoovviiiciiniennnne 11
Table 9 — Busiest Off-Street Private Parking LOtS...........cccccvvvvevivennene. 11
Table 10 — Study Core Area ResultS.........cccoceviiienieneni e 15
Table 11 — Streetscape Cost Estimate (w/colored concrete)................ 28
Table 12 — Streetscape Cost Estimate (w/scored concrete) ................. 29

City of Faribault

4
m

Downtown Parking & Pedestrian Study



F.  Implementing the Proposed Improvements to the Downtown Pedestrian
Environment

The City may implement the proposed improvements as a downtown-wide project, or in phases.
A phased approach may be coordinated with street and sidewalk improvement projects that are
currently scheduled in the City’s Capitol Improvement Plan or being considered by staff.

Some projects, such as alley and back-of-building clean-ups and improvements may be
completed by business owners or the Downtown Action Council.

Signage, web-page and other information improvements may be completed quickly, based on
implementation of the City’s existing signage plan.

Potential funding sources for City streetscape improvements include:
e Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) Assistance
programs, identified in the previous chapter on Parking
e Assessment district
e Tax increment financing
e Revenue bonds or general bonds
e General funds

G.  Cost Estimates—Streetscape and Pocket Park Examples

Streetscape Example.

To assist in estimating potential costs for streetscape improvements, we selected a “typical”
block for improvements, including reconstruction of sidewalks and associated pavements,
additional pedestrian lighting, and decorative fence. The example block is on 3™ Street
Northwest, between Central Avenue and 1% Avenue NE.

Table 11 and 12 which follow present the cost estimates for the proposed improvements,
including associated project costs for engineering, construction mobilization, etc. Table 11
includes costs for colored concrete; Table 12 presents the same area of new concrete, but uses
stamped patterns in plain concrete. The examples were based on a 700 lineal-foot project area—
i.e., one block, both sides of the street. The estimate is based on costs for similar projects
completed in Minnesota in 2005 and 2006.

Pocket Park.

Costs for adding “pocket parks” could vary greatly, depending on elements selected. A small
park (50’ by 25°) with sod or seeded areas, 2 benches, a pedestrian-scale street light, several
trees, and furnishings such as flower pots, decorative fence and trash containers could probably
be constructed for approximately $20,000 at current prices.
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Streetscape Cost Estimate

Includes Colored Concrete (integral color)

Table 11

ITEM UNIT  QTY UNIT TOTAL
PRICE

MOBILIZATION LS 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00
TRAFFIC CONTROL LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
TEMPORARY WALKS AND PLATFORMS LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
SAWCUT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT LF 1410 3.00 4,230.00
SAWCUT CONCRETE PAVEMENT LF 50 6.00 300.00
REMOVE & REPLACE BIT. PAVEMENT SY 1410 15.00 21,150.00
REMOVE CONCRETE APRON SY 107 5.00 535.00
REMOVE CONCRETE WALK SF 625 5.00 3,125.00
REMOVE CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER LF 110 4.00 440.00
REMOVE LIGHT POLE BASE EA 14 250.00 3,500.00
CONCRETE PED RAMP SF 195 7.00 1,365.00
TRUNCATED DOME PANEL SF 35 35.00 1,225.00
8" COLORED CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 240 20.00 4,800.00
4" COLORED CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 1160 10.00 11,600.00
8" CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 720 6.00 4,320.00
4" CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 3480 3.50 12,180.00
B618 CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER LF 700 16.00 11,200.00
ADJUST CURB BOX EA 6 150.00 900.00
PROTECT CB IN STREET EA 4 125.00 500.00
2" NON METALLIC CONDUIT LF 700 5.00 3,500.00
CONCRETE POLE BASE EA 14 1,100.00 15,400.00
POLE AND LUMINAIRE EA 14 2,500.00 35,000.00
WIRING LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
DECORATIVE FENCE LF 50 75.00 3,750.00
SUBTOTAL $156,520.00
10% CONTINGENCIES $15,652.00
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION $172,172.00
20% INDIRECT COST $34,434.40
TOTAL PROJECT $206,606.40
TOTAL CONST. COST PER LINEAL FOOT $491.92
TOTAL PROJECT COST PER LINEAL FOOT $590.30
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Table 12

Streetscape Cost Estimate
Includes scored concrete--no colored areas

ITEM UNIT QTY UNIT TOTAL
PRICE
MOBILIZATION LS 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00
TRAFFIC CONTROL LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
TEMPORARY WALKS AND PLATFORMS LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
SAWCUT BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT LF 1410 3.00 4,230.00
SAWCUT CONCRETE PAVEMENT LF 50 6.00 300.00
REMOVE & REPLACE BIT. PAVEMENT SY 1410 15.00 21,150.00
REMOVE CONCRETE APRON SY 107 5.00 535.00
REMOVE CONCRETE WALK SF 625 5.00 3,125.00
REMOVE CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER LF 110 4.00 440.00
REMOVE LIGHT POLE BASE EA 14 250.00 3,500.00
CONCRETE PED RAMP SF 195 7.00 1,365.00
TRUNCATED DOME PANEL SF 35 35.00 1,225.00
8" CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 960 6.00 5,760.00
4" CONCRETE SIDEWALK SF 4640 3.50 16,240.00
SCORED CONCRETE SF 5600 1.00 5,600.00
B618 CONCRETE CURB AND GUTTER LF 700 16.00 11,200.00
ADJUST CURB BOX EA 6 150.00 900.00
PROTECT CB IN STREET EA 4 125.00 500.00
2" NON METALLIC CONDUIT LF 700 5.00 3,500.00
CONCRETE POLE BASE EA 14 1,100.00 15,400.00
POLE AND LUMINAIRE EA 14 2,500.00 35,000.00
WIRING LS 1 2,500.00 2,500.00
DECORATIVE FENCE LF 50 75.00 3,750.00
SUBTOTAL $151,220.00
10% CONTINGENCIES $15,122.00
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION $166,342.00
20% INDIRECT COST $33,268.40
TOTAL PROJECT $199,610.40
TOTAL CONST. COST PER LINEAL FOOT $475.26
TOTAL PROJECT COST PER LINEAL FOOT $570.32
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The pages that follow include photographs and illustrative examples of the concepts presented in
this chapter. Photo examples of streetscape features are included from other cities in Minnesota
that illustrate concepts for pedestrian-scale lighting, pavement options, and other features. Two
of the examples include an existing view followed by a proposed view that illustrates the
potential application of the options at key downtown locations.

Any improvements to the downtown area would need to be carefully designed to fit the historic
character of downtown Faribault, and to meet the specific functional as well as aesthetic needs of
the community. These examples are provided to illustrate techniques that may be used to address
the issues identified by the City and Downtown Action Council—to improve the safety, way-
finding, aesthetics, and overall pedestrian environment in Downtown Faribault—to identify the
typical costs of such improvements, and to spark local discussion and action.
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V. APPENDICES
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